
Top 10 things to know before going to college

1. Don’t be afraid!
Step outside of your comfort zone.
Try to have fun while you can.
Talk to a junior or senior for advice.

3. Join a club or student group
It’s a great way to build community, 
make friends, and get involved on 
campus!
It’s also a cool way to explore new 
activities or stay engaged with interests 
that might not fit in exactly with what 
you’re studying.

4. Ask questions
You’re not the only one who may feel like 
you know nothing 
Go to your Professors’ office hours, or 
try emailing them as a start!

5. Know your campus
Get a campus map & walk around to 
know the buildings & different offices
Get to know the different resources: 
counseling, advising, career services, 
financial aid, etc.
Ask where free printing is available.

2. Make friends
Here are a few possible conversation 
starters/topics:

Start a study group!

“Do you have time to get food after 
class with me?”
“What’s your schedule like this 
semester?”
“I love/cannot stand Professor ______/ 
Class_________.”

6. Stay fed, hydrated & rested
Free food is often offered at events - look 
out for flyers.
It can be hard to avoid late nights, but 
sleep is crucial.
Take care of both your mind & body.

8. Be open to options
Try taking a class that’s outside of your 
current interest or career plans. You might 
discover something new about your interest 
and strengths!

9. Time management will be  
     your best friend.

College is different from high school - people 
aren’t always telling you what to do and when, 
so you’ll have to be more proactive about 
setting deadlines and seeing your advisor.
Mark deadlines in your calendar and come up 
with a plan for tackling papers in advance
Be patient with administrative offices 
(financial aid, registrar, etc.) - sometimes, it 
takes a few steps to get what you need.

10. Figure out a good balance
Juggling a full schedule and other 
obligations (work, family) can be hard - try 
to find a good balance of each.
Don’t be afraid to seek out resources to 
help you find that balance (advisors, 
professors, peer leaders).
Don’t forget to make time for yourself too!

7. Choosing classes is a process
Reach out to your advisor or peer advisors to 
get help for choosing classes.
RateMyProfessor is your friend.
Mark your calendar for key registration dates.
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